Daylesford, Drummond & Yandoit Primary Schools
Vincent Street (PO Box 20) Daylesford 3460
Ph: (03) 5348 2480 Fax: (03) 5348 3958
Website http://www.daylesps.vic.edu.au
“SEMPER MELIORA” (Always better things)
We are Respectful, We are Responsible Learners, We are Honest and Trustworthy, We are Caring and
Compassionate, We are Good Citizens
We pay our respects to elders past, present and emerging.
We are proud to acknowledge Dja Dja Wurrung as the Traditional Owners of this Country.

WE ARE A RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIP SCHOOL

DIARY DATES
FEBRUARY
Thurs 6th

Canteen commences.

Tues 11th

Early Years picnic-Jubilee Lake 5pm

Fri 14th

Gr3-6 House Swimming Sports

Tues 18th

School Council Meeting 6.30pm

Thurs 20th

Foundation Information Session
5.30pm in LOTE Room

Tues 25th &
Wed 26th

Parent/Teacher Interviews 4pm-6pm

KIDS HELPLINE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE: 1800 551 800
HEADSPACE FOR TEENS: 1800 650 890
Sometimes talking about what has been happening in
your life can bring up concerns, where you may need
to seek extra support.

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS

MARCH
Mon 9th

LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY

Wed 11th

Foundation students commence
fulltime

ASSEMBLY 9.00am every Tuesday in the Gym
MINI BREAKFAST held in the Gym every Thursday
at 8.30am beginning Thurs 6th February.
Office Hours: 8.30am to 4.00pm
Students’ School Banking Day: Fridays

2020 TERM DATES
Term 1: 28th January to 27th March
(All Students commence Thursday 30th January)
Term 2: 14th April to 26th June
Term 3: 13th July to 18th September
Term 4: 5th October to 18th December
2020 Pupil free days:
Jan 28th, Jan 29th, June 9th, Aug10th & Nov 2nd
School hours/bell times:
School commences:
Morning recess:
Lunch:
School Dismissal:

9.00am
11.00am – 11.30am
1.30pm – 2.20pm
3.20pm

SCHOOL TOURS
for prospective parents
ARE HELD EVERY FRIDAY 10-11AM
PHONE 5348 2480 TO BOOK
Term 1 2020 No. 1 Friday, 31st January

Current Focus
Good Manners – (Be respectful)
Daily life provides us with many opportunities to
demonstrate our manners. In many ways, it is simply
extending a courtesy to others. Some examples include
the use of saying, “please, excuse me, thank you”. The
use of good manners lets other people know that
they’re appreciated, respected and valued. We can use
good manners in a variety of settings: at school in the
classroom /or in the playground, at home, down the
street, when visiting family and friends, etc. Waiting for
others to pass before we move or holding a door open
for someone else are other ways of using our manners.
Use your manners with community members of all
ages!
Karen McHugh
Current Focus ‘Good Manners’

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Firstly a very big welcome to the new year for all members
of our community. Since our last newsletter a lot has
happened in our state, country and internationally that has
provided a great deal of challenge.
The fire situation is certainly one that touched people
directly or indirectly. What was obvious was the capacity for
people to join together and support each other under
extreme duress. That level of support will be required to
rebuild communities for a fair while to come. I have
observed first- hand the generosity of the people in Hepburn
Shire and their capacity to step up. We should be very
proud.
The news has also been filled with a lot of information about
the Corona Virus. The Department of Education has
provided information for schools and I have included this in
this edition of the newsletter. It has contact details for the
dedicated hotline as well as links to the DHS website.
Over the break we have had affair bit of activity across our
three schools with a number of facilities projects being
undertaken. Perhaps the largest of these has been the
installation of split systems in our junior areas. This was one
of our School Council projects that was supported by our
fundraising activities. It is pleasing to see that the great deal
of effort put in by our team has resulted in improvements to
our school.
Usually the first week of February is when we get lots of
information about School Council Elections and as soon as it
comes to hand it will be in the newsletter.
Lastly a welcome to all of our new students and staff at
Daylesford, Drummond and Yandoit. We welcome you on
board and hope you enjoy the connection with our
community.
Annual Implementation Plan
Every year Schools develop an Annual Implementation Plan
that outlines the key Improvement Strategies that are going
to provide a focus for the year ahead. Our staff worked very
hard to get our 2020 plan together and it was submitted to
the Central Highlands office for feedback and approval late
last year. Our plan was approved and we are now ready to
go with three key foci.
1. Building teacher and student capacity to set
meaningful learning goals, and for students to have
real input into their learning.(usually referred to as
Student Agency)
2. Building teacher capacity to provide learning
programs to students that better meet the
individual needs of students
3. To implement our new Student Well Being policy
consistently throughout the school
If you have any questions about any our AIP please do not
hesitate to contact the school. We can put questions and
responses into up-coming editions of the newsletter.

province of China, as well as some other Chinese cities and
countries, including two confirmed cases in Victoria,
Australia.
What is this virus?
Coronaviruses can make humans and animals sick. Some
coronaviruses can cause illness similar to the common cold
and others can cause more serious diseases, including
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS).
The virus seen in Hubei Province, China is called ‘novel’
because it is new. It has not been detected before this
outbreak. Most people infected live in, or travelled to, Hubei
Province, China. There have been cases of 2019-nCoV
reported in other Chinese provinces and other countries. It is
likely that the virus originally came from an animal, and
there is now evidence that it can spread from person-toperson.
What are the symptoms?
Symptoms can include fever, cough, sore throat, or
shortness of breath. Symptoms can take up to 14 days to
develop.
What if I have a student or staff member who has been to
Hubei province, China in the last 14 days?
All students and staff members who have travelled to Hubei
Province, China, are advised to stay at home and avoid
public settings, including attendance at schools and early
learning centres, until 14 days after last being in Hubei
Province, China.
Children and staff who are well and have travelled to other
provinces in China, or any other areas where there have
been reported cases, are NOT recommended to be
excluded from schools and child care services unless the
following applies:
• The person is a confirmed case of novel
coronavirus
• The person is a close contact with a confirmed
case of novel coronavirus in the past 14 days
If you think a child, student or staff member may meet one
of the above criteria please call the Department of Health
and Human Services (DHHS) to discuss further actions on
1300 651 160.
What if I have a student or staff member who is sick within
14 days of being in Hubei Province, China or another part of
China?
If the student or staff member has a cough, sore throat, or
shortness of breath:
• The student or staff member will need to be
urgently excluded from school and be reviewed by
a doctor.
• Where necessary, call the student’s parents or
guardian to inform them of the need to exclude the
child for urgent medical review.
• If the school is arranging transport for a child/staff
member to a medical facility, call ahead to advise
that there has been travel to China, and whether
this included travel to Hubei Province.

Coronavirus advice for parents, families and school
If the student or staff member has severe symptoms, such as
communities ( DET)
shortness of breath:
Last updated 29 January 2020
• Call 000 and request an ambulance, and
An outbreak of novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) was detected
in Wuhan, China in late December 2019. Cases have been
reported predominantly in the city of Wuhan, in the Hubei
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•

Advise the paramedics that there has been travel to
China, and whether this included travel to Hubei
Province.

How can we help prevent the spread of 2019-nCoV?
Practising good hand and sneeze/cough hygiene is the best
defence.
Encourage all students and staff to:
• wash hands often with soap and water
• cough and sneeze into your elbow
Where can I get more information?
For Victorian updates to the current incident, go to:
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus
For national updates: https://www.health.gov.au/news/latestinformation-about-novel-coronavirus
For international updates:
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/novelcoronavirus
WHO resources https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
PARENTS, DO YOU HAVE A VALID MEANS-TESTED
CONCESSION CARD?
Then you may be eligible to apply for the CSEF
(CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND)
Eligibility will be subject to the parent/carer’s concession card
being successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of
either term one (29th Jan 2020) or term two (14th April 2020).
The annual CSEF amount per primary student will be $125,
which will be paid to the school to use towards expenses
relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the
benefit of your child.
Please contact the front office for an application form (or
download from the CSEF website
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef)
The CSEF Program closes on 26th June, 2020

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE
Are you eligible?

DET Privacy Policy
Every year the Department requests that we provide the
DET Policy to our communities. It is a fairly hefty document
so a copy of it has been placed on our website for your
perusal. We will also have hard copies available at the office.
Mobile Phone-Student Use Policy
Last year we informed the community of our Mobile Phone
Policy. This is a mandated DET requirement. The policy can
be found on our web site and hard copies are available from
our office.
Brett Millott,
Principal

The Skoolbag App is an important tool in
communication from our school!
Please download if you haven’t already done so!

For students to be eligible for a conveyance allowance they
must:
•
Be aged over five by 30th April 2020.
•
Live more than 4.8km by the shortest practicable
route from the nearest bus stop, and
Be enrolled at the nearest government school

PARENT HELPERS/VOLUNTEER ASSISTANCE
Our school encourages the support of parents in all of
the program areas. Teachers welcome your assistance
and will regularly seek it.
For many of the extra services provided at our school
we rely heavily on parental involvement and help,
especially the canteen, the sick bay washing, library,
kitchen garden, student banking and fundraising.
Please fill out the accompanying form and return to the
office if you are able to assist in any way.

Canteen 2020

Thursday & Friday Only
A Canteen list was sent home this week.
*Herbal teas (Chamomile, Chai & Rooibos) $2.20 ea.
*To be ordered with lunch orders

RERE-USABLE

LUNCH ORDER BAGS

$10

Available via the Canteen – order through your lunch order OR
directly through the Canteen. Available only in Black with blue trim.

CANTEEN - HELP ALWAYS NEEDED
Please contact our Canteen Manager, Bev Adkins on
5348 1839 or 0423 357 191 if you can assist. Thank you

ALL Volunteers/Parent Helpers

Absences/Must notify the school
If your child is absent from school please submit an absence
notice via the Skoolbag app or ring the school office ASAP on
53482480 on or before the day.
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When volunteering at school, working with children
checks are now required in line with The Child Safe
Standards. Volunteer checks are free of charge
WWC forms are available on line
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au .
All volunteers are to present their WWCC card to the
office for registration before commencing volunteering.

Current Focus ‘Good Manners’

LIBRARY A reminder that any student that still has
outstanding items not returned from last year will not be
able to borrow in 2020 until item/s are returned or paid
for. Library sessions have not started yet, however
there is still a list of overdue items and costs that is
available from the office. Please pay for any lost books
at the office, so your child may borrow in 2020.
Thank you Gill Pearce (Librarian)

Book club is an important
fundraiser for our school.
Every time a family purchases books
through Book Club the school receives
books for our school library. Over the years Book Club
has been operating, hundreds of books have been
received and our school library would not be the
wonderful resource it is for our children’s learning.
Catalogues will be distributed to students at the
beginning of each term.

Lateness = Lost Learning
(figures below are calculated over a school year)

5 minutes late each day = 3 days lost!
10 minutes late each day = 6 days lost!
15 minutes late each day = 9 days lost!
20 minutes late each day = 12 days lost!
30 minutes late each day = 18 days lost!
Hats are to be worn at all times in the playground
during Terms 1 & 4 and on high UV days
Hats can be purchased from the office for $12
Please ensure
sunscreen is
applied
each morning
before school!

Daylesford Primary School Accreditation

PARENT VOLUNTEERS
Term 1 2020
FRIDAY
7th Feb
Items can be ordered online via “the Loop” or through
the school office.
Please ensure form has child’s name, and correct
money for items ordered enclosed, if returning to the
school.

Attendance & Punctuality

SICK BAY
WASHING

BANKING

Krystal Phypers

June Cooper

14th

Feb

Narelle Groehout

Jo Steiner

21st

Feb

Melanie Fraser

Melanie Comelli

STUDENT / COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

It is important that children arrive on time to begin
the school day. Late arrivals may upset class routines
as well as the child and learning time is lost. Children
should arrive from 8.40am. The school grounds are
supervised from 8.40am
School hours/bell times:
School commences:
9.00am
Morning recess:
11.00am – 11.30am
Lunch:
1.30pm – 2.20pm
School Dismissal:
3.20pm

Late Arrival and Early Departure

DAYLESFORD FARMERS MARKET
Growers: Makers: Producers. Eat make bake grow & shop
local - Beautiful range of local producers of plants fruit cheese
organic fruit & Vegies eggs plants herbs oils cheeses breads
pastries coffee honey wine beer sweet treats nuts delicious
food & drink and music Proudly partnered with Rotary - a
family & community event. Dogs most welcome.
First Saturday of every month – rain hail or shine
9am to 1pm. @ Daylesford Primary School.

Students being dropped off late to school must be
signed in at the office under parent supervision. We
ask that parents accompany their child to class to
ensure constant supervision.

Hepburn shire is undertaking the development of a 10 year
Playspace Stategy. We want Hepburn Shire residents to help shape
the future of playspace across the municipality. No matter your
age. Come and see us at the Daylesford Farmers Market,
Saturday 1st of February 2020. 9am-1pm

In the case of early departure from school a reminder
that a blue early departure form must be collected and
completed at the office. This must then be taken and
given to your child’s teacher before they can release the
child from their care. No student will be released early
without receipt of the blue slip.

NET SET GO
Daylesford Netball Football
Club, Victoria Park, Ballan
Road, Daylesford
Session Days & TimesThursdays at 4pm
Start date-6th February 2020
Contact-0409166447 (Michelle Thompson)

For your Information - Excursion permission
Verbal permission cannot be received to attend excursions.
Permission to attend excursions must be received by
returning a signed form, a handwritten permission note or
electronic permission as per DEET policy.
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Daylesford Junior Tennis starts Saturday 8th February
9.15am for competition, 9.45am for Hot Shots.
All new players welcome.
All abilities and ages cared for. Just turn up!
Go to Daylesford Lawn Tennis Club website for details.

Current Focus ‘Good Manners’

