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We are Respectful, We are Responsible Learners, We are Honest and Trustworthy, We are Caring and 
Compassionate, We are Good Citizens 

We pay our respects to elders past, present and emerging. 
We are proud to acknowledge Dja Dja Wurrung as the Traditional Owners of this Country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WE ARE A RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIP SCHOOL 

 KIDS HELPLINE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE: 1800 551 800  
HEADSPACE FOR TEENS: 1800 650 890 
Sometimes talking about what has been happening in 
your life can bring up concerns, where you may need 
to seek extra support. 

 
 

Yr 6-Yr 7 Transition  
Parent Information Packs  

Application Forms are now due 

We would appreciate any outstanding 
forms returned by Tuesday 26th May. 

 

 

 

CURRENT FOCUS 
 

“Empathy” (Caring and Compassion) 
 

Emotional intelligence is the ability to understand 
how your emotions impact on the way you think, 
communicate, behave and influence others. 
Emotionally intelligent people create effective 
working relationships, solve problems and have an 
increased capacity to work effectively. 
 

It’s healthy to have positive and negative feelings. 
They help us to identify our reactions to the way 
we think about ourselves, others and the world 
around us. 
 

Empathy and compassion are habits that can be 
developed. They are a fundamental building block 
for good personal development and positive 
mental health for all. It happens when one person 
has a caring emotional response to someone else.  
 

To be empathic a person needs to be able to: 
 

 Understand their own feelings/emotions 
 Notice the feelings of another person 
 Understand the feelings of another person 
 Act in a caring way. 

 
Karen McHugh 
 

 

DIARY DATES 
 

May  
 

Mon 25th  State-wide Pupil Free Day 
 
Tues 26th  Prep-Gr2 students return to school 
 
June 
 

Mon 8th  Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
 
Tues 9th  Pupil Free Day for Daylesford,  
 Drummond & Yandoit PS Students 
 
Wed 10th  Gr3 – Gr6 students return to school 
 
 
 

Sept 

Mon 14th        School Photos   
 

 

Office Hours: 8.30am to 4.00pm 
 

 

 2020 TERM DATES 

Term 2:    14th April to 26th June 
Term 3:    13th July to 18th September 
Term 4:    5th October to 18th December 
 

2020 Pupil free days: 

June 9th, Aug 10th & Nov 2nd  
 

School hours/bell times: 
School commences: 9.00am 
Morning recess:  11.00am – 11.30am 
Lunch:   1.30pm – 2.20pm 
School Dismissal:  3.20pm 

 

http://www.daylesps.vic.edu.au/
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
 

Greetings Daylesford, Drummond and Yandoit community, 
 

The Department have asked schools to make arrangements 
to minimise the possibility of transmission of COVID in our 
community. In particular they have suggested that specific 
attention should be paid to: 
 

 opening as many entry and exit points to the school 
as is safe, and allocating staff to ensure students 
are safely supervised   

 staggering start and finish times  

 asking parents to avoid or minimise time in or 
around the school grounds.  
 

In response to this at the local level, we will put the 
following in place from May 26th until June 5th.  
When our Grade 3-6 students return we will make some 
adjustments to these plans and they will be communicated 
through Skoolbag, newsletter and the website.  
 

At drop off time 

 We request that parents drop off their children at 
either the Vincent St school gates or the Central 
Springs Rd gate or the bottom car park. There will 
be extra staff on duty in the morning from 8.45 to 
direct students to their classroom where classroom 
teachers will be available to greet the students.  
 

 Students will go directly to their classroom on 
arrival. 

 

It may take a bit of time to get used to this new 
arrangement, but I'm sure we will soon find our rhythm. 
 

At pick up time 

 Office is open at usual 
 

 Parents may collect their child from 2.30pm 
onwards by completing an early pick up form as 
usual from the office. 

 

 At 3.20pm remaining students will be dismissed. 
We ask that parents meet their children at the top 
of the stairs that overlook the P-2 area of the school  

 

 Specific pickup areas for each class will be clearly 
defined.  

 

 Bus traveller arrangements will remain the same  
 

 Social distancing must be adhered to whilst you are 
on the school site at all times 

 

Cleaning 
We have arranged additional cleaning to be conducted 
during the day to supplement our usual end of the day 
program. The emphasis will be on wiping down high touch 
areas such as rails and doors. We will be doubling the 
amount of our normal cleaning and whilst sticking to the 
department guidelines. 
 

Other Health related measures 
Playground equipment can be used and students will 
practise hand hygiene before and after use. Playgrounds will 
be wiped down as part of the enhanced cleaning program. 
Students must bring their own named water bottle for use 
at school.    

Students should not drink directly from bubble taps.  
 

IT devices loaned from school 
All P-2 students who have borrowed devices from school 
should return these from May 26th onwards. We hope that 
these devices will all be back by May 29th. 
 

All 3-6 students who have borrowed devices from school 
should return these from June 10th onwards. We hope that 
these devices will all be back by June 12th  
 

Buses 
The Student Transport Program (the buses) will continue 
operation with enhanced cleaning and physical distancing 
from adults (driver and other attendants) where practical. 
Usual timetables will apply. 
 

Parent Appointments  
We will still be welcoming parents to have conversations 
with their child’s teacher. However during the time of the 
restrictions it will be necessary for parents to make requests 
for appointments through the office. This can be either by 
email daylesford.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au or our phone 
53482480. 
 

Below I have added some local detail in blue to the DET 
guidelines.  
 

Activities  
Additional staff including parent volunteers, should be 
discouraged from attending school at this time.  
This will mean that programs such as Kitchen Garden will 
need to be modified. We love Kitchen Garden and we love 
our treasures. Sandra is working out some ideas with the 
3/4 team to enable the Garden Part to go ahead. Music 
Tuition will be suspended until the situation changes. 
Parents volunteering for classroom support will be 
suspended until the restrictions are lifted. The Canteen will 
not run until further notice. 
 

School assemblies, excursions, camps and other non-
essential large gatherings must be postponed or adapted 
considering use of technology.  We will commence 
assemblies via the comms system at School when the 
students return. If you are in the vicinity of the school you 
will most likely hear it on a Tuesday morning. 
 

Hygiene 
 

Everyone can protect themselves and prevent the spread of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) by continuing effective hand 
hygiene. Enhanced hygiene measures should continue 
during the return to on-site teaching and learning. 
 

All staff and students should undertake regular hand 
hygiene. This means that every time students or staff enter 
or leave a room they will practice hand hygiene through 
washing their hands with sanitizer. This includes the gym, 
library and at the start and end of the day. 
 

We should reduce mixing between different cohorts (either 
classes or year levels) is recommended as a precautionary 
measure to minimise risk of spread of transmission and aid 
containment in the rare event of a confirmed case of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) on site. This means that Buddies 
and families will be suspended until restrictions are lifted. 
 

mailto:daylesford.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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In conclusion I would like to thank everyone in anticipation 
for their support. Our community has been magnificent in 
the way we have banded together to get the best out of a 
very challenging situation.  Some of the measures we are 
taking will hurt and for the next few weeks the challenge will 
continue. 
 

However I’m very comfortable and confident about the 
following points- 
 

We are prepared 
We have put in effort 
We will be vigilant  
We are a team and we are together  
 

All the best 
Brett Millott 
Principal  
 

School may not look like it usually does 
but the learning continues.   
Congratulations to all staff, students, parents and carers 
– you’ve been absolutely wonderful.  We also wanted to 
acknowledge the support for teachers at this time.  
Thank you for your thoughtful and constructive 
feedback at a time when we’re all learning together.  
 Go team DPS! 
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RRRR 
 

 

 

RRRR activity by Grade 3/4 classes last week. 
Self-calming strategies are very important to help 
you remain calm when your feelings sometimes 
overwhelm you.  Through activities like this, 
students learn important self-regulatory skills that 
help them process and regulate challenging 
emotions. You could do this activity at home. 
Here are a couple of examples of the responses 
from the class. 

 

Here are a couple of examples of the responses from the 
class. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Library Borrowing   
May 25th – June 9th  
 

Grade 3-6 students  
Fridays only 
9.30am-12.30pm 
 

# Borrowing Limit is now 2 books  
 

# Limit of 6 people in the library at any one time (1.5m 
distance) 
 

# If you are not borrowing you can drop library books off 
at office during office hours (9am-4pm) 
 

All Prep - Grade 2 students will have the 
opportunity to exchange their library books in 
their weekly class alloted  time. 
 

Fabulous fresh produce from the DPS Kitchen Garden ready 
for donation to the Good Grub Club. 

 
Birthday wishes 
to the following 
students who 
have their 
birthdays in May. 
 

 

Oliver  56S  Hayden  34E 

Otis  34K  Rylie  12A 

Leon  12S  Amelia  34E 

Gemma  56P  Lachlan  34W 

Noah  56S  Tom  56S 

Charlie  12S  Tamara  56P 

Zac  56P  Joshua  56P 

Mimi  56T  Mae  12A 

Maisie  12A  Isaac  12S 

Martha  56P  Dalton  12S 

Matilda  34K  Ava  OFM 

Fox  OFM  Som  12A 

Mala  OFM  Amelia  56S 

Mia  56P 

 
 

The Skoolbag App is an important tool in 
communication from our school! 

Please download if you haven’t already done so! 
 

 

SELF-CALMING STRATEGIES 

Draw a face for each feeling.  

Write two calming strategies you can try when 

you are feeling this way. 

When I feel sad I can 

I can 

When I feel angry I can 

I can 

When I feel lonely I can 

I can 

When I feel 

frightened 

I can 

I can 

When I feel worried I can 

I can 


