Daylesford, Drummond & Yandoit Primary Schools
Vincent Street (PO Box 20) Daylesford 3460
Ph: (03) 5348 2480 Fax: (03) 5348 3958
Website http://www.daylesps.vic.edu.au
“SEMPER MELIORA” (Always better things)
We are Respectful, We are Responsible Learners, We are Honest and Trustworthy, We are Caring and
Compassionate, We are Good Citizens
We pay our respects to elders past, present and emerging.
We are proud to acknowledge Dja Dja Wurrung as the Traditional Owners of this Country.

DIARY DATES

DECEMBER
Thurs 16th

Students last day 3.20 dismissal

TRIVIA NIGHT New date will be 5th March 2022
Office Hours: 8.30am to 4.00pm

WE ARE A RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIP SCHOOL
KIDS HELPLINE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE: 1800 551 800
HEADSPACE FOR TEENS: 1800 650 890
Sometimes talking about what has been happening in your
life can bring up concerns, where you may need to seek
extra support.

Last day of term
For Students
Thursday 16th December
3.20 Dismissal

Students’ School Banking Day: Fridays

2021 TERM DATES
Term 4:

4th October to 16th December

Term 1:

Fri 28th Jan
Staff Planning-No Students
Mon 31st Jan
All Students begin.
Fri 8th April
Term 1 Ends
24th April to 23rd June
11th July to 16th September
2nd October to 20th December

2022 TERM DATES

Term 2:
Term 3:
Term 4:

School hours/bell times:
School commences:
Morning recess:
Lunch:
School Dismissal:

First day of Term 1 2022
Mon 31st Jan for ALL Students
Foundation Students do not attend
school on Wednesdays during Term 1

9.00am
11.00am – 11.30am
1.30pm – 2.20pm
3.20pm

The library is now closed!
Please return all books immediatley.

It is now Mandatory for students in Grades 3-6 to
wear masks indoors at all times.
It is also recommended that Prep, 1 and 2 students
wear masks, but this is not mandatory.
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Congratulations to our graduating
class of 2021

Wishing you all the best as you embark on
the next exciting chapter of your lives.
Current Focus ‘Celebrate Community (being a good citizen)’

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Congratulations to our Graduating Grade 6 Students 2021
We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge that
this Graduation marks the end of the Daylesford Primary
School journey for some families.
Some of you have had children here for over ten years, and
others have joined us more recently.
On behalf of all the current teachers, those teachers who
have taught your children and are no longer at the school,
THE STAFF and myself, want to thank you: for whatever
length of time you have been packing lunches, washing the
Daylesford Primary School uniform, attending and
volunteering to help at sport events, concerts, parades,
dress up days, Book Week, helping in the kitchen garden,
supporting new families, supporting each other, solving
problems & celebrating successes and so much more!
Thank you for the dedication and support you have given to
these wonderful graduates of 2021. It certainly has been a
year to remember and despite the challenges, we all
sincerely hope that you remember your days at Daylesford
Primary School fondly.
So, for those families leaving us this year, thank you.
To the Grade 6 Students of 2021, what an amazing year it
has been. I hope that the life and time spent at primary
school will serve you well, and that you will continue to grow
to become the best person you can be. I am sure you will
have many fond memories of your classes, teachers, friends
and experiences you have had in primary school. Also,
memories of COVID, lockdowns and remote learning that
have challenged our usual routines and hence equipped us
with new skills.
Congratulations on your achievements and cherish the
memories of the time you have spent at Daylesford P. S.
Remember to Do good things in life, aim to succeed, explore
the world, help others through kindness and be friendly to
others and be giving.
I know we have given you an excellent start to your
education. It is now up to you to build on this. Learning is a
lifelong process, never stop pursuing the best you can be.
We look forward to hearing about life after primary school
from each and every one of you into the future.
Remember to lead by example and aim high to participate in
everything with respect, to be known as a person of integrity
no matter what situations you are faced with in life. Good
luck on your journey through life and shine bright in your
determination to be the best person you can be. It has been
a pleasure and an honour to know each and everyone of
you.
My parting wish to each of you is to make sure you get
involved in the experiences that life can offer, travel,
perform, sing, dance, read, write, listen and learn.
Remember to say thank you to all who have taught you, say
thanks to the people in your life who are always there
helping.
To the families that make up this wonderful community we
are very grateful for the partnership with you to nurture our
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students as they have matured to shown great leadership
and the capacity to model our school values of Respect,
Honesty, Responsibility and being a good Citizen who is
caring and compassionate. These values will serve them well
as they move into Secondary school and beyond.
Congratulations to our School Captains, House Captains,
Junior School Councillors, Bus Captains, all who have been
fine leaders throughout 2021 and who have shown
dedication and responsibility as leaders during the year.
Thankyou.
Grade 6’s, remember keep building relationships, gain
confidence and develop skills for the future. Be a Loyal
Friend; aim high! “Be Your Best and Do Your Best Every
Single Day”
FIFTEEN TREES: to our graduation Students a tree will be
planted in your honour to help reduce the carbon footprint.
The Trees will be planted across the shire and this will be
signified by the words ‘DPS graduates 2021’ you can follow
the planting @15trees.
Thank you to Fiona B for initiating and collaborating with
others to develop this innovative project.
Yandoit Primary School: On Tuesday, I had the pleasure of
attending Yandoit’s School Concert & Christmas Celebration.
The children’s performances were wonderful and enjoyed
by a large crowd of parents and friends, including Santa!
Fencing Championships, a water bombing, singing, dancing,
guitar playing, xmas presents and a BBQ with shared
supper!!! Congratulations and thanks to Matthew
Spaccatore for his work with the support of staff Dave, Josie
and Lloyd. It was a fabulous evening of fun and laughter.
School Council: To our amazing School Council
representatives this year, thankyou for the long hours and
extra, extra, extraordinary meetings! Lots of decisions and
governance surrounding our 3 schools. Thankyou for your
dedication and commitment, your collegiality has been very
much appreciated by our families and staff. To Russell
Newton, our School Council President, thankyou for your
leadership, dedication and commitment to this very
important role in our school community.
Catherine King Awards for Community Service:
Daylesford: Deb Cowen 21 Years Dedication
Yandoit: Bridie De Vecchi- passion and modesty for Yandoit
Children
We say Farewell to the following Staff Members and wish
them well in the Future:
Naiden: our Specialist Technician in 2021. Naiden has been
successful is securing a new position next year closer to
home and family for him. Congratulations and thanks for
your skilful work you have done in supporting our school
with IT advice and direction.
Michelle Callahan: Congratulations to Michelle who has
been successfully appointed to the position of Manager at
Daylesford Child Care Centre 2022. We sincerely thank her
for the fabulous work, care and compassion she has shown
with the Foundation children during term four. Her
professionalism has been outstanding. We wish her well in
2022 and plan to keep in contact to develop and strengthen
relationships with centre.
Current Focus ‘Celebrating Community (being a good citizen)’

Sandra Evans: Sandra has made the big decision to retire as
the Kitchen garden Coordinator. Congratulations Sandra on
your outstanding contribution to the children and staff at
Daylesford Primary School Kitchen Garden Program. Your
passion is well recognised and admired by many. You will be
greatly missed but deeply appreciated at home.
Congratulations on inspiring generations of gardeners. You
are a very special colleague and friend of Daylesford primary
School. Best Wishes for the future.
Wishing everyone a healthy, happy and enjoyable
Christmas and New Year.
Happiness is at every corner you just have to reach out and
grab it

2021 AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE
Graham Dux Award- In memory of the three lost children
1867.
The Graham Dux Award is awarded to two students for
“Outstanding scholastic ability and leadership”
They are Matilda & Myles

J Richards Award- In memory of two brothers who

Kindest Regards,

served in World War 1
The J Richards Award is for Excellent scholastic ability and
attitude”
Ginger

Karen McHugh Principal

E E Leggo Award-In memory of a former student.

Trudi Blick Assistant principal

2022 BUDDIES
Grade 5’s enjoying getting to know their “Buddies” for next
year by sharing some quiet story reading.

The EE Leggo Award is for “Excellent scholastic ability and
attitude”
Luca

Terry Brooker Award-A memorial for a former student
The Terry Brooker Award is for “Sustained effort in their
school work throughout the year”
Amber

Murray Stewart Award-A memorial for a former
student.
The Murray Stewart Award is awarded to two students for
“Outstanding sporting performance and sporting behaviour”
They are Neisa & Zac

Stella Armstrong Award-In memory of a former
Betsy & Stella with Imogin

student.
The Stella Armstrong Award is awarded for “Outsrtanding
performance in Visual and Performing Arts”
Visual Arts is Ella
Performing Arts is Sierra

Lote-Italian Award-is for “Outstanding achievment and
sustained effort in Italian”
Laleeta

Principal’s Award
The Principal’s Award is for two students for “Consistent
performance and attitude throughout the year “
Nina & Wil
Zuri & Sebastion with Banjo

Shire of Hepburn Citizen Award
The Shire of Hepburn Citizen Award is for “Consideration
and respect for others, friendliness, being positive and
setting an excellent example through personal best”
Daisy & Levi

Mary-Anne Thomas Award for Resilience
The Mary-Anne Thomas Award is for two students for
“Showing Resilience and Perserverance in the face of
Adversity”
Mackenzie & Sierra
Zara & Angi with Olivia
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The Catherine King
Award For Community Service

Cultural Awards

Deborah Cowen
Deborah Cowen has worked tirelessly as Business Manager
for all 3 of our schools Daylesford, Yandoit & Drummond
Primary Schools for the past 10 years. Previous to this she
worked in the Daylesford school office in administration and
finance. Accumulating an impressive 21 years in total.
She has confidentially worked behind the scenes strategically
and financially to help and support many, many, many
parents/carers to be able to access a quality education for
their children.
She has always gone above and beyond her role to support
both the families and staff of our schools.
Deborah’s compassion, honesty, integrity and commitment
to our school is truly commendable and worthy of
recognition.

CHOIR
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5

Anaias
Ronika
Lilly

ITALIAN
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5

Sophia
Artemisia
Paula

PERFORMIMG ARTS
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5

Rylie
Michael
Nia

VISUAL ARTS
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5

Bridie De Vecchi
Bridie De Vecchi has worked tirelessly as a parent volunteer.
She has been instrumental in setting up and maintaining our
Facebook page, editing and assisting in the creation of our
website and designing our promotional materials (including
signage, brochures and flyers). Bridie has also used her time
and energy in helping to make Yandoit an inviting and
attractive school environment by hand sewing colourful
bunting that is hung across our main building and planting
and reinvigorating the gardens around the school. Bridie’s
energy and commitment to our school is truly commendable
and worthy of recognition.

Betty
Nina
Olive

ASSEMBLY
CERTIFICATES OF RECOGNISION
Felicity 12S
Brock 12A

GracieiMae 12A
Manny 12A

Nina
Saskia

56T
12S

5/6 PERFORMING ARTS TERM 4 PROJECTS.

Thank you to Don KR Castlemaine
for supplying the sausages for our BBQ on Friday.
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This term in Performing Arts, the Grade 5/6s worked on
creating their own short films. We had actors, prop makers,
musicians, etc. all working to a class theme. It was a lot of
fun, and there was a great deal of engagement and learning
for students during, and about, the film-making process.
Although we didn’t get to complete them (we ran out of
time for the editing process in the last few hectic weeks), the
stories have come together enough to create some very
enjoyable viewing! They will appear on Seesaw (in the
Performing Arts folder) by the end of Friday 17th, so you can
log on and view them at home over the weekend.
Happy holidays everyone!
Suzanne

Current Focus ‘Celebrating Community (being a good citizen)’

Regional Rail Revival Design Competition
Throughout the term, students in Grade 5/6 including Tech
Club Leaders and students participating in VHAP had the
chance to compete in the Regional Rail Revival Design
Competition. https://bigbuild.vic.gov.au/projects/regionalrail-revival/about/education/design-challenge . The
challenge involved learning about the design thinking
process. Students were guided through the process by staff
from Ballarat Tech School. Two of our teams made it
through to the second round of the competition and we
were all invited to attend the final pitch at the Tech School. I
was really impressed with the quality of work from all teams.
This was a big challenge; learning about a new way of
working; tight deadlines; lots of public speaking; and
competing against students up to Year 10. Well done to all of
the students involved! One of our teams came runner up in
the competition and won some new robots for our school.
Katy Stiffe
Here are some comments from students:
Going to the Tech school was such a good opportunity, we
had a great time. We went to the Tech school to improve
our pitch and some fun activities were also included. During
the pitch all the teams that got in to the second level tried to
convince the judges that they should win, at the end of the
pitch they announced the winners my group (Team Gizmo)
came runners up. The competition was to improve trains by
2050. We did most of the process to complete Gizmo. We
designed him on Tinkercad then he got 3D printed by the
Tech School. After that we sent him to the judges, soon after
we got notified that we got into the pitch. Nia 5/6R
When we went to the Ballarat Tech School, we did a lot of
fun things and saw a bunch of unique and amazing things.
The school looked modern and there were things that I had
never seen before. We got to watch two of our groups do a
pitch on a WebEx meeting with the judges and other teams,
and one of our groups (Team Gizmo) came runner up. Team
Gizmo beat a lot of high schools and because they came
second the prize, we are getting some more robots for the
school. But of course, there is a big congratulations to all the
other teams. Emily 5/6T
Going to the Tech school was such a great opportunity for
me and all the other people. When we got to the Tech
school in Ballarat. When we got inside, we got given a tour
of the Tech school. It was gigantic! After the tour we got to
have a lunch break. When we went back to the room, they
had set up activities such as, ferro fluid and Spero. At lunch
there were video games that we were allowed to play. In the
afternoon the teams did their pitch presentations for the
competition. Katie 5/6T
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Birthday wishes to the
following students & staff
who have their birthdays in
December

Students
Jupiter
Sophia
Solly
Ruby
Wil
Alex
Yuki
Emma
Arlo
Rose
Chevy

56R
12A
12S
34W
56R
56P
12S
56R
56P
12S
34K

Staff
Nicola 56S

Karen

Chloe
Keira
Anais
Harper
Hartley
Ryan
Isla
Angie
Ruby
Jerimiah
Luna

56R
12M
34E
12S
34W
12M
34E
56T
56T
34W
12M

Principal

Current Focus ‘Celebrating Community (being a good citizen)’

This year a tree will be planted for each graduating grade 6
student. This will take place just before Christmas and for
updates Students and parents can view this by heading to
www.15trees.com.au click on Tree Plantings and in the
Search Box enter - DPS graduates 2021
you can also follow them on @15trees
Good luck to all students and in the words of Jane Goodall
" what you do makes a difference and you have to decide
what kind of difference you want to make"

We are now in discussion with the Hepburn Shire
Council to organise a planting program that involves
the students planting trees in and around the local
area.
By participating in activities, like tree planting the students
hope to bring awareness around climate change and by
working together we can have a positive impact on climate
change.
JSC representatives and Fiona Benedict

Safeonsocialtoolkit.com
Most parents don’t know where to turn to when they need
help with online safety issues. The rest are too
embarrassed, ashamed or overwhelmed with the
information out there.
That’s where Safe on Social Tool Kit can help.
Some helpful information:

Snippet from JSC
As we all know, this year was again impacted by COVID,
however I was able to join JSC when permitted and I wanted
to take the opportunity to applaud and share with you the
kid’s engagement, troubleshooting ideas and their planning
skills.
One of the topics the kids have been tackling this year has
been the impact of climate change and how they can best
engage the attention of the school, families and the
community.
Firstly, they came up with a Slogan:
“For our future – plant more trees”
Then we discussed how they were going to get their
message across and together we came up with 4 very
practical ideas.
(1) Sharing statistics with the rest of the school at
assembly
For example:
Did you know?
“48 football fields of forest are lost every minute”
“28,000 species are expected to become extinct by the
next 25 years due to deforestation”
(2) Designing posters to put up around the school to
create more awareness
(See images attached)
(3) Organise a fundraiser
This year due to Covid we have been unable to launch a
successful fundraising program, however we were able
to gather some donations. This will allow each
graduating grade 6 student to have a tree planted on
their behalf by local organisation 15.trees. This will act
as a symbolic gesture to signify the importance and
impact of planting a tree can have over their lifetime.
We hope this will continue every year for DPS
graduating students.
(4) A Tree planting day
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Q: Any tips for when kids should start using fb, insta, etc?
A: The minimum age recommendation is 13yrs, but kids
don’t miraculously mature overnight when they turn
13yrs…..so make a judgment based on their maturity,
anxiety etc. Remember you will have no control over what
they may be exposed to!
Q: Will the police keep any report confidential in terms of
naming who report inappropriate behaviour online?
A: Absolutely – you can report anonymously through
Crimestoppers
Q: Any thoughts on Apple vs Android devices from a security
perspective? I've heard Android is better for parental
control?
A: They are both very similar. It’s a personal preference.
Q: Are Among Us and Minecraft safe games to use? They
have chat, but it seems pretty anonymous and I don’t think
they can’t send photos, etc.?
A: Depends on the age of the child and the version of
Minecraft you are using. Among Us is fairly public so way
riskier. You can turn the chat function off. Make sure you
have a chat with them if they are younger to speak up if
anyone ever asks them to be their boyfriend/girlfriend or
tries to move them to another platform ie Roblox to Tik
Tok
Q: Once kids are fourteen years and haven’t had restrictionshow can we then introduce them now 😢
A: Remember that you are the parent. Your house, your
rules. If you are paying the wifi bill or their phone bill you
get to call it. Easy when they are fourteen years rather than
sixteen .
Q: How risky do you feel Snapchat is?
A: All apps are risky if the user doesn’t know how to use
them safely. It depends on the age of the child and making
sure that you have Safe on Social top ten safety tips in
place to start.
Have a question you want answered directly? then go to
Safe on Social Toolkit .com
Current Focus ‘Celebrating Community (being a good citizen)’

Family Wellbeing
It can be challenging to process and manage changes to
routines and the uncertainty that comes with COVID-19 and
related restrictions – including moving to remote learning.
To support our school community during this time,
resources and support are available for parents, carers and
families.
These resources will help to support the mental health and
wellbeing of our students and the young people in our care
during this time.
We encourage everyone in our community to access these
resources and take care of themselves during this time.

The Skoolbag App is an
important tool in
communication from our school!
Please download if you haven’t already done so!

Services and support for students and their families
A Quick Guide to Student Mental Health and Wellbeing
resources is available for students, parents and carers
looking to access expert guidance and resources to support
wellbeing.
Supporting the mental health and wellbeing of our students
remains our priority this year, especially during the
continued COVID-19 pandemic and while students are
learning from home during the current circuit breaker
restrictions.
For students, the guide includes resources to support their
own mental health and wellbeing.
• Advice and resources for students about ways to
adapt their learning during COVID-19, to look after
themselves and where to get help.
• Wellbeing activities fearing AFL and AFLW players
with tips on managing stress, staying active and
gratitude.
• Kick it with Victory physical activities with
Melbourne Victory Football Club.
• Smiling Mind mindfulness activities for senior
secondary school students, including short videos,
online tip sheets and meditations
The guide also includes resources and supports for parents
and carers to help them build their child’s physical and
mental health and wellbeing. This includes:
• resources to support children’s physical, mental
health and wellbeing
• wellbeing activities and conversation starters
• Raising Learners podcast series
• how to talk to your child about COVID-19.
Wellbeing guidance for parents and carers is also available
on the Department’s website, or through the confidential
parent support hotline, Parentline, available 8am to
midnight, seven days a week. Phone: 13 22 89.

Late Arrival and Early Departure
Students being dropped off late to school must be
signed in at the office under parent supervision
In the case of early departure from school a reminder
that a blue early departure form must be collected and
completed at the office. We will then organise for your
child to come to the office

For your Information - Excursion permission
Permission to attend excursions must be received by
returning a signed form, a handwritten permission note or
electronic permission as per DEET policy

Term 4 2021 No. 32 Thursday 16th Dec

Hats are to be worn at all times in the playground
during Terms 1 & 4 and on high UV days
Hats can be purchased from the office for $12
Please ensure
sunscreen is
applied each
morning before
school!

Daylesford Primary School Accreditation

IF YOUR CHILD IS ABSENT
FROM SCHOOL PLEASE
NOTIFY US ASAP VIA
SKOOLBAG
OR RING THE SCHOOL OFFICE (53482480)
ON OR BEFORE THE DAY.

Skoolbag instructions for notifying Absence:
Open Skoolbag App
Tap on DPS Logo
Tap on ‘E Form’ tab
Tap on ‘Absentee form’, complete & Submit

Current Focus ‘Celebrating Community (being a good citizen)’

QR CODE CHECK INS
The use of Service Victoria QR codes for electronic record
keeping is mandatory for all workplaces to enable the
effective contact tracing of any COVID-19 cases.
This now includes all education sector workplaces, including
schools. Daylesford, Drummond & Yandoit Primary schools
each have their QR codes displayed at entries to buildings for
check in.
QR codes will be required to be used by:
* all parents who enter buildings when on the school site
* all visitors, including contractors, external Department staff
and building and maintenance staff
QR code check ins will not be required for staff or
students.
All building entry and exit points will now display QR code
posters.
If you are required to enter buildings on school grounds,
for whatever purpose, you are now required to use the
provided QR code check-in.
If you are not able to check in using a smartphone or tablet, a
paper check-in service is available at the front office.
Using the QR code system does not replace the existing
requirement to also sign in at reception (for a specific
purpose- late arrivals, early leavers etc).
Thank you for your support and understanding of this
important health direction.
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or
contact the school if you have any concerns.
Karen McHugh
Principal

Trudi Blick
Assistant Principal

STUDENT / COMMUNITY
ACTIVITIES

KARATE TRAINING
Tuesday & Thursday evenings 6.00-7.30pm
In the school gym (All ages welcome)
For further information please contact Heather
on 0417 108 757
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Drama and Dance
are back!
And we’re putting on a
show.
Inside Out Dance Theatre
offers classes in
Drama, Ballet, Creative & Contemporary Dance
for Pre-school, Primary and Secondary aged kids.
Performance in December (if permitted)
For enrolment details contact:
admin@insideoutdancetheatre.com.au
0428 330 640
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